
 

 

 
 

City of Sutherlin 
Parks Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, May 31, 2022 
7:00 p.m. – City Hall Conference Room 

 
  Agenda 
 
 

• Meeting called to order 
 

• Introduction of Media 
 

• Welcome New Committee Member 

 
• Approval of Minutes:  April 14, 2022, Meeting 

 
• Sutherlin Recreation Park Conceptual Plan Review & Schedule 

 
• Tree City USA Arbor Day Celebration 

o April 30th Celebration Overview 
 

• Dog Park Improvements Update 
o Storage Container placed 
o Concrete – Scheduled tentatively postponed due to weather 

 
• Ford’s Pond Community Park & Trail Improvements Update 

 
• Central Park Multi-Use Staging Area Update 

 
• Public Comment 

 
• Committee Comments  

 
• Adjourn 

 
Next meeting 

TBD 
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CITY OF SUTHERLIN 
PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

CIVIC AUDITORIUM – 7PM 
THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2022 

 
MINUTES 

 

Committee Members: Sylvia Monas (via ZOOM), Adam Sarnoski, Craig Hoobler, and Larry Whitaker 

 
Excused: Lynda Whitaker, Crystal Cunningham 

 
Absent: None  

City Staff:  Community Development Director, Brian Elliott and Community Development 
Supervisor, Kristi Gilbert  

Guest(s): Tabbatha Layman, Parker Layman, and Spencer Layman  

Introduction 
of Media:     None 

Audience:  None           

Chair Whitaker called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Chair Whitaker moved Public Comments item to the top of the agenda. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Tabbatha Layman, 267 Ash Street, Sutherlin, presented a written request in support of creating a 
nonprofit group “Supporters of Sutherlin Skate Park” that would facilitate updating the current skate 
park located on Sixth Avenue, to make it safer.  She stated that she and her family are current 
residents of Sutherlin and explained that her history while living in Sutherlin had provided her with 
experiences that gave her insight as to why such a project would benefit Sutherlin and provide a safe 
and healthy outlet for the children in town.  She said her active roles in various volunteer and 
nonprofit groups could be beneficial to the city if they supported forming a group to take on the 
project. She went on to present various rationale in support of the project. 
 
Spencer Layman, 267 Ash Street, Sutherlin, stated that a skate park would help get kids off the 
streets into a safe riding space.  He went on to suggest that kids might deface property if they ride 
where they don’t belong and that the current skate park is unsafe.   
 
Parker Layman, 267 Ash Street, Sutherlin, stated that there can be problems when kids just ride 
around.  In order to reduce the problems around town having a safe skate park for kids to ride at 
would be nice to have.  The current skate park has sharp edges, and it is slick.  He said he would like 
a skate park that had sections based on skill.   
 
Craig Hoobler asked how many kids were in his group.  It was indicated that between the kids, there 
were several friends that also ride at the skate park.  
 
Larry Whitaker asked how they would keep it from being graffitied.  Spencer answered that it’s not 
graffiti, it’s referred to as skate art.   
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Larry Whitaker presented an overview of Sutherlin Recreation Park.  He indicated that an architect is 
working on a design and one of the activities of the park is a skate park.  Hired DLA Inc, Landscape 
Architect for a conceptual layout.  The committee encouraged the Layman’s to proceed.   
 
Brian Elliott, Community Development Director indicated that he could meet with the Layman’s at the 
existing park to see how the city could help for now.   
 
Adam Sarnoski reported that the Rodeo Committee had approached him.  Contract says if no rodeo 
for two years, then they lose rights to the grounds. Rodeo Committee is worried about the contract.  
The leader recently passed away and they are not sure who oversees what.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
MOTION made by Craig Hoobler to approve the minutes from the March 17, 2022 meeting; second 
made by Adam Sarnoski. 
In favor:     Hoobler, Larry Whitaker, Monas, and Sarnoski.        
Opposed:   None 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Tree City USA Arbor Day Celebration 
 
Chairman Whitaker distributed the schedule for the Arbor Day Celebration.  He indicated that the 
coloring pages were distributed to the schools for the kids to enter the coloring contest.  They will 
display pages in the library and awards will be given for each grade.  He then reviewed the schedule 
for the setup and times of the various events (running events, food trucks, booths, speakers, etc.)  
 
Larry Whitaker stated that he needed help from the committee at the celebration, for directing traffic, 
set, handing out prizes, etc.  Craig Hoobler and Adam Sarnoski indicated they were willing to help if 
they were in town.  It was noted that set up would begin 9:00 a.m. 
 
Larry Whitaker indicated that he would like to host two events per year.  
 
Dog Park Improvements Update 
 
Brian Elliott, Community Development Director, stated fencing is complete.  Concrete is postponed 
until dryer weather.   
 
Ford’s Pond Community Park & Trail Improvements 
 
Brian Elliott, Community Development Director stated that the LGGP grant was submitted.  This grant 
is for the purchase and installation of play equipment and overflow parking.  LWCF grant was 
approved.  The notice to proceed should be received in October.  We are still waiting for the other 
notice to proceeds but should have them in May/June.  Mr. Elliott then explained that the city was 
taking a step back until all funds/notice to proceeds are received and then go out with a new RFP for 
the project in its entirety.  The goal is for everything to be completed by fall of 2023. 
 
Ford’s Pond 
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Brian Elliott, Community Development Director indicated that the city was approached about the dog 
leash laws and if dogs were allowed to be off the leach to fetch sticks in the pond.  Consensus of the 
committee was that dogs should be allowed to be off their leashes to fetch sticks in the pond, but the 
owners needed to be always in control of their dogs.   
 
Mr. Elliott then indicated that if there are any leftover Red Osier Dogwood Shrubs from the Arbor Day 
Celebration, would the committee agree to them being planted at Ford’s Pond.  It was consensus of 
the committee to plant them if there are any leftover.    
 
Discussion ensued regarding the weed eating/mowing inside of path at Ford’s Pond.  Larry Whitaker 
stated that his thought would be to have ten feet on each side of the path manicured, leaving the rest 
for the habitat.  Sylvia Monas noted that there can be lots of ticks in tall grass.  Adam Sarnoski stated 
his thoughts would be to maintain around park facility and leave the rest.  It was consensus of the 
committee that there needs to be a balance of how the weeds and grass are cut to leave some for the 
habitat. 
 
Mr. Elliott then discussed the wetland issues for the path and how they were going to be addressed. 
He noted that there has to be less than .49 acres of wetlands to be able to file nationwide wetland 
permit, so this will require approximately 900’ of boardwalk.   
 
Central Park Multi-Use Staging Area Update 
 
Council approved and awarded the construction bid for the Central Park Multi-Use Staging Area to 
Orr Construction for $321,000. The contractor wanted to start early, so public works will begin 
removing the landscaping.  The project is moving forward, with an estimated completion date in mid-
July.   
 
Tennis Court Improvements 
 
Fencing has been repaired at tennis court.  The contractor removed the walkway fencing and 
installed 4x7 gate.  Staff is waiting for quotes for asphalt resurfacing to be submitted.  
 
Committee Comment(s)  
 
Discussion continued regarding the Rodeo Grounds.  Adam Sarnoski indicated that he will talk 
coordinate with Michelle Fugate and Dwayne Waller for additional details.    
 
Next Parks Advisory Committee Meeting is to be scheduled on May 19, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
   
Adjournment:  With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
    

           
______________________________                  _____________________________ 
Kristi Gilbert                                              Adam Sarnoski 
Community Development Supervisor    Vice Chair / Secretary 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE ON THIS _____ DAY OF _________________, 2022 
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